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  Happy New Year!
Study to Show Thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the Word of Truth.       2 Timothy 2:15
	2007 is here!  A New Year—God’s gift to us of a new opportunity, a fresh start, a chance to try again, to be nicer people, better parents, more effective witnesses for Christ.
How I love and praise God for a Fresh Start each new year!  Typically, this is the time that homeschoolers take stock of what they’ve accomplished so far this year.  Many will panic, decide they haven’t met their goals for this school year thus far, and ‘put their nose to the grindstone’.  Some will decide to cut back on commitments that seemed to take over our lives and overwhelm us.  I know that our family will be spending less time in the road now that the rush of Fall meetings and workshops is over.  We also plan to spend more time at home, and concentrate less on “socialization”, that ugly word non-homeschoolers throw at us.  My children are involved in Park Day and 4-H, which I believe is gracious plenty for us.   

It always alarms me, however, to see so many families in fear that they aren’t doing “enough”, so they eliminate ALL social activities for themselves and their children.  Complete isolation is not the answer.  That’s how burnout creeps into our lives.  The 
KEEP ON LOOKING  UP!**
Psalm 69:3, "I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God."
Are you waiting for God to answer your prayers? Are you crying out for a loved one who is not yet saved? Are you in despair about one of your children? Are you going through deep waters and wonder how you will get out? Never give up. Even though God seems far away, He is still there. He is hearing your cry. He will bring deliverance in due time.
 
I think of David the Psalmist who waited and waited. I love the Knox translation of our Scripture in Psalm 69:3, "Hoarse my throat with crying wearily for help; my eyes ache with looking up for mercy to my God."
 
The most important thing we can do, in the daily problems of life, and when going through distress and trauma, is to LOOK UP! How many times do you hear me saying this? But I must remind you again. Look to the Lord. Don't look at your problem. When you look at your problems you will sink. When you look up to the Lord, you will never be ashamed.
 
Be encouraged by these Scriptures:
 
Psalm 59:9-10, "To Thee I look, the God who strengthens me, the God who watches over me; my God, and all my hope of mercy."
 
Psalm 62:1, "To God I look for deliverance."
Psalm 71:1-3, "To Thee, O God, I turn for succor.I have no other stronghold, no other refuge, but Thee!"
2007 South Carolina

HOMESCHOOL CONVENTION

"For Thee instead of Me"

JUNE 15-16
Keynote Speaker: Mark Hamby
USC SUMTER

sponsored by South Carolina Home Educators Association
www.schomeeducatorsassociation.org 
 **********************************The Journey Inside: Engaging Technology to Explain Technology
http://www.intel.com/education/journey                     Intel's The Journey InsideSM is a collection of 35 interactive, online lessons for students to complete. The curriculum is divided into six sections: Introduction to Computers, Circuits and Switches, Digital Information, Microprocessors, The Internet, and Technology and Society. Many of the lessons include interactive Flash* activities, virtual field trips, and videos demonstrating the ideas discussed. 

********************************************************
MENTORS NEEDED:

Do you remember what it was like your first year of homeschooling?  How lost you felt?  How overwhelmed?  Are you willing to share a couple of hours with new homeschooling moms to encourage them through this difficult time?  

In order to spend more time ministering to new Homeschool families who really need questions answered, we need more mentors! Mentors usually do the following:

*introduce themselves and their children to a new homeschooler by phone or in person
*PERSONALLY invite them to Park Day, their home, or just check in over the phone to encourage them.

*Answer any questions they may have once they get started about curriculum, social opportunities, grading, etc.  

*Just reach out in Christian fellowship! 

*you can mentor one family or many.

*mentoring usually takes no more than 2 hours per family per year—Not much time at all!
Call Kim if you are interested—volunteers are desperately needed !
	
	encouragement and support of other Christian homeschooling parents, I believe, is crucial to our effectiveness as parents and teachers.  Don’t panic if all of your goals have not been met! You may have set goals too high to reasonably attain.  Or perhaps a pregnancy or birth of a child, or taking care of an elderly parent has “interfered” with your well-laid plans.  Please remember, Part of the joy and learning of homeschooling is the daily interaction of a loving, struggling, living, breathing family.  Teaching our children to cleave together as a working unit, cheerfully pitching in when needed, is the best education we can give them.  Please don’t lose sight of the long-term, eternal goals you have for your children!  Even when ‘life’ gets in the way of ‘school’, learn to seize those moments to embrace your children and remember that this is why God wants our children to learn in a family atmosphere-it is here they will learn helpfulness, sacrifice, faith, determination in the face of adversity, and teamwork.  Keep your eyes on God, not on your Planbook squares, and you will not be forsaken!
God Bless you in the completion of your school goals!                In Christ, Kim Williams
Psalm 77:2, "To the Lord I look when distress comes upon me."
 
"Well, that's great," you say, "but I've been looking and looking to the Lord and still I'm no better off. God does not seem to be hearing me. " Can I gently remind you again? Don't give up!
 
David experienced the same thing. He was in deep trouble. The waters were closing in on him, shoulders high! Even though he was nearly drowning, He kept his eyes upon the Lord. He looked so long his eyes ached with looking up! Are you at that stage yet? But even though his throat was hoarse with crying for help and his eyes ached with looking up, he didn't give up. And because he kept looking up, by the end of the Psalm He was praising the Lord. In v. 30 he says, "I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving."
 
In Psalm 71:14, while enemies are conspiring against him, David confesses, "Still will I hope on." 
 
Keep hoping on, dear one. 
Love from NANCY CAMPBELL, www.aboverubies.org 
PRAYER:

"Lord, sometimes I get tired of looking up. Please help me when I get weary for I know that I have nowhere else to turn but You. You are my only help and strength.  Amen."
AFFIRMATION: 
"My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!."
Ray Pal​mer, 1830.

** printed with permission from Above Rubies, a Christian ministry encouraging families.  To sign up for weekly encouragement emails, send a blank email to subscribers-on@aboverubies.org and visit their website to subscribe to their magazine.

Home School Day at the Capitol
Thursday, April 12, 2007
Statehouse grounds
Columbia, SC
Registration begins at 9:00 AM
Sponsored by South Carolina Home Educators Association
 
Highlights include:
Two legislative information sessions
Four tours of the capitol from 2:00-4:15 PM. Tours require pre-registration.
Kids – create your own business cards and enter a contest to win a prize!
Scavenger Hunt
AAA Homeschool Band performance
Family picnic on the Statehouse grounds
 
Visit the SCHEA website for more information about the day's events, other discounted attractions in the area, 
and capitol tour pre-registration.
 
This FREE event is for all South Carolina Homeschoolers and their families!   
*******************************************************
Want to know more about Virtual Charter Schools Proposal in South Carolina?

This will directly impact all homeschooling families- 
 

South Carolina Home Educators Association has published a position paper analyzing this topic. Please visit SCHEA's website, locate "Position Papers" on the bottom right side of the screen, and click on "Virtual Charter Schools ". Stay informed! 


	Classified Ads
If you like honey you will love our "homegrown" honey!  It is truly delicious! 
It is $5 per pound while supplies last (the bees only
make it once a year). Call (864)845-7337 ask for
Kathy.

***********************************************
NEW in box  Complete AO Life Pac History grade 7....books not written in/45.00  OBO—

In Box Complete Life Pac  Science  7th grade....used/only few pages written on..can be erased.....practically brand new 30.00--  
Saxon Math 5/4 used...but not written in..Text book and solution manual...good condition.....30.00  
LLATL Gold Book, bought new this year—

CP:Kim Miller, 647-4162 or k143bmiller@bellsouth.net 
**********************************************
                         WANTED

I need a 4 or 6 drawer chest/dresser-- needs to be in good shape, sturdy and reasonable.
Contact Tara Dellorso via taradellorso@hughes.net or 247-7310

******************************************

I have a 6 month old Kenmore dishwasher ($75) and a beautiful tan wide-backed glider rocker ($75) for sale (both in excellent condition).  Call Shawna Talley 859-4933
************************************

Wanted:  A pony or female burro or mule in good health (old retiree is fine),nice temperament, and reasonably priced, to keep our new horse company.  If it can be ridden by a child, even better, but not crucial!  Call Kim at 972-1366
************************************
I have the a new complete 9th grade set of Alpha Omega books for sale for $100.  The regular price is around $200.  Call Christine Coley,  647-0739 or 324-4047.  

*********************************************************************** Lost Books - If you've checked out these books from Tandy Collier in the past and have just forgotten to return them, she'd love to have them back:  Ancient Egypt (Case on Files blue hardbound); hieroglyphics rubber stamp kit in yellow/black case; many animal reading books; United States history reading books; Saxon math 54, 65, 76, 87, Algebra I; BJU literature for high school. Please contact her at jcoll0042@aol.com. 

Books for Sale:  BJU Press and in excellent condition. Spanish 3 Textbook TE,  $15.00--Spanish 1 Textbook Act.Man., TE $10.00--Spanish 1 Test pkt. $1.00--             World History grade 10 Txtbk 2nd Ed. $15.00--Writing and Gram. 8 Book 1 TE 2nd Ed.  $10.00--Writing and Gram.8 Book 2 TE @nd Ed. $10.00 or both books for $15.--Writing and Gram. 10 Test Pkt 2nd Ed. $1.00--   Excursions in Literature, grade 8 2nd Ed. $15.00--           Vocabulary- Level B TE. $1.00-- Bible 10- Walking by the Spirit, TE. $5.00 CALL:   Frances Smit 864-646-8799 or snowlady201@msn.com 

*******************************************************

To Encourage and Uplift you in your daily work

Submitted by Tracy Culp

I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isa. 41:10)
My dear brothers and sisters, always be willing to listen and slow to speak. Do not become angry easily, because anger will not help you live the right kind of life God wants . . . In gentleness accept God’s teaching that is planted in your hearts, which can save you. (James 1:19 – 21 NCV)

These two quips are from Barbara Johnson’s Leaking Laffs Between Pampers and Depends:

Raising teenagers is like nailing Jell-O to the wall.

Truths brought to us by children:

· Don’t let your mom brush your hair when she’s mad at your dad.

· If your sister hits you, don’t hit her back. It’s always the second person who gets caught.

· Dogs still have bad breath even after a squirt of breath freshener.

· Never hold the cat while the vacuum cleaner is running.

· When you’re in trouble the best place to be is in Grandma’s lap. **************************************************************
Medieval Children's Theatre Class
 This theatre program is designed to encourage young actors, actresses and singers to delve deeper into the wonderful world of drama and music, while learning about medieval history.  The course is for ages 8-12 and will run 
on Tuesdays from 3:00-4:00, at the instructors home in Clemson, beginning March 6th and ending with a final feast/performance on Saturday May 19th.
The cost for the class is $100.00, plus a supply fee of $15.00.  For those who are interested, please call Betty Davis at 864-654-3259 for a registration form and more details about the class.
edwarddavis1@hotmail.com
Outstanding  Students!
If you have photos, drawings, poems, announcements, co-op news, book reports, book reviews, opinions, or spiritual reflections you’d like to share, please contact us and we will include it as space permits.


	
	Scented soy wax candles $10 for a 9oz candle. Customize your candle to match decor of your home. To see fragrances and colors go to www.alannahsoycandles.com  Candles can be ordered from the website or can be emailed to me at grantandallena@bellsouth.net
******************************************

Firewood for sale, $50.00 per truckload, already cut and chopped. You just have to load and haul.  Liberty area.  Allena Holder, 843-3654

*******************************************

Clemson Starter Jacket, good condition, Adult size small, will fit older child also.  Very warm, $10.00.  Steven Williams 972-1366, briarwd@bellsouth.net.  

******************************************

Cast iron/glass gumball machine, old, very nice.

$30.00 OBO; wrought iron barstool, very nice, cost $100.00 new, make reasonable offer.  Two mahogany corner chairs, Queen Anne, beautiful with blue cushions, $50. each. OBO Sherrill, 287-1284 or grand07@bellsouth.net 

******************************************

DANIEL’S HELPING HANDS


Do you need an extra pair of hands around the house?
I am available on weekends for odd jobs.
I can split your wood with my wood splitter
I can till your garden with my tiller
I will do yard work including raking, cutting grass and weed eating.

Fee depends on job and location. 
Very reasonable rates 
Will give you estimates. 

If you are interested in having an extra pair of hands call me
Daniel Dellorso
247-2247 or 247-7310 
(Parents will supervise)
****************************************************************************************
Wanted :  Complete 10th Grade ABEKA curriculum for 2 children—Will buy by the piece, or all together.  Pam Kelley, pakel@isp.com 

*********************************************************

Thank you and GOD BLESS YOU to all of the folks who make Foothills a success!! The volunteers, the checkoff persons, those who bring refreshments and those who send words of encouragement to Kim  all contribute to the fellowship and encouragement the Homeschool community can provide.  Thanks for taking the time to care!     (                (
attn moms and dads in need of a date night!    Baby sitters for hire!!

*These are all homeschooling teens or parents  registered through Foothills.

******************************************

Babysitting available for people in my area. I’m in Liberty right off of Hwy 93. My name is Allena Holder.  Phone number is 843-3654. 
  I charge $3 hour no matter how many kids. I just ask for advance notice as to when I am needed. But if there is an emergency need for late notice I will try to work around it.   
***********************************************************************
Will Babysit—very responsible teen in the Seneca/Fairplay/Townville/Clemson area. Jennie Tyner,   
Jennie Tyner - 972-0609

**********************************************

A Note of Encouragement from a Homeschool Mom 

      2006 was a difficult year!  I'm sure many of you can relate.  As a way of coping, I have turned to scripture.  I have searched and picked up helpful scriptures all year long.  Here are a few that have helped me.
    First, I have to remember to take one day at a time.  Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is not here.  Today is true.  Philippians 4:8 - Dear brothers and sisters, fix your thoughts on what is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, and admirable.  Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.(NLT)
    Next, I have to do what God has commanded me to do.  Proverbs 22:6 - Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. (NLT)
    Then I remember that I am only human.  How can I do this?  Isaiah 54:13 - I will teach all your children, and they will enjoy great peace.(NLT) 

 Does this mean that what I lack, he will provide??

 I Peter 5:7 - Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.(NLT) 

 Psalm 55:22 - Give all your burdens to the Lord, and he will take care of you. (me and my children) He will not permit the godly to slip and fall.(NLT)
    God has always been and always will be with me.  Nahum 1:7 - The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble comes.  He is close to those who trust in him.(NLT) 

 I am never alone and I don't have to do anything in my own strength.  I am weak! 

Philippians 4:13 - For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.(NLT)
    While searching for scripture, I found a prayer - I Thessalonians 1:3 - Lord God, cause my work to be produced by faith, my labor prompted by love, and my endurance inspired by hope in my Lord Jesus Christ! (Praying Gods Word, by Beth Moore, Pg. 266.)  Let that be our homeschool prayer!
    In closing, I would like to share one final verse.

 Galatians 6:9 - So let's not get tired of doing what is good.  At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don't give up.(TLB)   

God Bless you all!!          

Cathi Pearson, Salem

A Big “Thank you!” to all of you who contributed your thoughts and encouragements to this issue of the Foothills Gazette!  If you have a special gift (yes YOU! You’re using the special gifts God gave you EVERY DAY!) you’d like to share, please let us know.  The timesaving ideas and tips and homeschooling methods you take for granted, others are dying to hear!  Please support other Christian families with your encouragement or Christian testimony!

Praise our Lord for the commitment of these women to share their experience with us!

******************************************

Help Needed for Foothills!

Kim Williams is expecting another child, due the first of June, and needs some folks to help with Foothills duties this May-July.  Most jobs take a short time to complete, and many require you to have a computer with email access.  Some do not.  PLEASE sign up to help!  Some duties are listed below.  God Bless you!  Please contact Kim  at 972-1366 if you can do any of these OR only PART of one of these.  
**A group of veteran homeschoolers willing to receive email requests (forwarded to you by me as I receive them) for Homeschool information/applications, or folks that just have questions (usually easy questions like how to homeschool legally, how do I join, what about socialization, support groups, etc.) 

**A person willing to take a few calls and send a letter over the summer from Tri County tech, etc., needing proof of membership for college admission.
     All forms and letters are on a Word File that I can email to you and give you letterhead.  THANK YOU!!!!!

     YOUR help will help ensure I have a peaceful birth and time adjusting and bonding to my new little one!  
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